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Greetings Dear Friends of CIS;  
 
We have moved into the season of gratitude, of being grateful for all that we have. Some people have 
much to be grateful about, while others have little to be grateful for, and yet the latter may show more 
gratitude and joy.  Why you may ask? Because it’s not the amount of good in a person’s life. 
Gratitude, being thankful is an attitude towards life. Waking up in the morning regardless of the 
circumstance, and being thankful for the day that God has given us to create in, or be of service, or to 
help make someone else feel appreciated – helping to make a difference in this world. 
 
Next week, Thursday Nov. 26, is Thanksgiving Day. A day to remind us about how a settlement of 
pilgrims survived with the help given by the American Indians. The people already living here could 
have seen these settlers as their enemy. Instead they assisted the settlers, and taught them how to 
survive in the new land. These were people with very different ways of living; traditions, beliefs and 
thinking; and they managed to respect each other and peacefully co-exist. Let us hold the high 
thought of this nation all one people respecting each other and peacefully co-existing. 
 
Celebrating Thanksgiving Day shall be very different for many people this year. Some people may be 
separated from their families and friends due to COVID-19 restrictions. Some families or friends 
coming together by video chat, or phone calls. Yet we can still be thankful. Thanksgiving is made of 
two words they are “thanks” and “giving.” In our gratitude, we can take this opportunity to show we 
care by bringing a smile to someone. It doesn’t have to be in person, it can be a phone call, a card, a 
wave, or help at a food bank or to serve at a food kitchen. 
 
Reaching out: We’re holding a Second Harvest Cash for Food Drive through December 15. You may 
go to our website home page and donate directly. Virtual Christmas Tree decorating with hats, 
gloves, socks and scarves. Donate cash through our website donation page with a note designating 
to clothing drive, and we will purchase and deliver items to Inn Vision.  
 
Holiday Services: We’re holding our Christmas Service on Dec. 20, 2020 at 11am; I’m not sure how 
it’s going to look, but it will be special. The World Healing Prayer service will continue to be on 
December 31, Thursday, early morning at 4 AM. This is my favorite way to bring in the new year. It all 
began with John Randolph Price call the world to pray on Dec. 31, 1986, at the same moment in time. 
 
We are continuing to teleconference our Sunday service and the Wednesday Chakra meditation. 
Call in using our new number 518-418-1389 no code required. We are teaching Divine Science 
correspondent courses. Our website is a resource. Just click on the menu ‘Healing Words,” and there 
you will find written talks, prayers, meditations, and podcasts of our services and a Chakra 
meditation. Also, we have our podcasts on our Facebook page – Community of Infinite Spirit. Last, 
but certainly not least we are available for prayer, counseling, or chat. 
Rev. Dr. Christine at 408-293-3838 or infinitespirit@comcast.net,  
Rev. Mark’s home 408-612-1064 or msteufloten@yahoo.com,  
Rev. Teresa’s cell phone 408-888-4637 or teresastuefloten@yahoo.com. 
Rev. Sheree’s cell phone 408-218-2897 or gsheree216@gmail.com   
The Call-an-inspiration phone line is available at 408-286-6969. 
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Prayer of Gratitude: The following is an American Indian responsive prayer that we have shared at 
our Thanksgiving services. 
 
LEADER: We live in all things. All things live in us. 
RESPONSE: We rejoice in all life. 
 
LEADER:  We live by the sun. We move with the stars 
RESPONSE: We rejoice in all life. 
 
LEADER: We eat from the earth. We drink from the rains. We breathe from the air. 
RESPONSE: We rejoice in all life. 
 
LEADER: We share with the creatures. We have strength through their gifts. 
RESPONSE: We rejoice in all life. 
 
LEADER: We depend on the forests. We have knowledge through their secrets. 
RESPONSE: We have the privilege of seeing and understanding. We have the responsibility of 
caring. We have the joy of celebrating. 
 
LEADER: We are full of the grace of creation. 
RESPONSE: We are grace filled. We are grateful. We rejoice in all life. 
 
Prayer Treatment:: Omnipresence, God everywhere present; in you, in me, in all life, all creation 
everywhere. Yes, we are, and I am one in this Divine Infinite Presence of love, of intelligence, of 
power, of all life everywhere. This day, and every day I am living in and of this Divine Presence of 
God.  
 
The past is past. Therefore, I leave the past behind me. Now every day is a new day, a new 
opportunity where all things are possible. Only that which is good comes to me now. I accept my 
good. I am grateful, and I give thanks. Thanks be to God from whom all blessings flow. And, so it is. 
Amen. 
 

In Service with Love and Joy,  
 
 

Rev. Christine Emmerling, D.D., Sr. Minister; Spiritual Team &  
Board of Directors: President Rev. Mark Stuefloten; Vice-President Cheryl Magill;  

Secretary Rev. Teresa Stuefloten; Treasurer Rev. Sheree Garrett’ 
At-large Barbara Martin and Barbara Anders 

 
 
 
 
 
 

“We are a Light unto the World for Individual and Global Peace,  
Spiritual Understanding and Abundant Life.”  

 
“Our Creed Is Love, 
Our Path Is Service,  

Our Goal Is God Awareness!” 


